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students " ? and he went on to remark that it was the most discourag- 
ing thing in all his struggle that he had so few students. 

While I was staying with him on the occasion just noted, he threw 
himself back one evening in his chair and said to me: "Do you 
remember that day when I took you by the arm and said to you, ' Do 
you think I shall ever have any more students ' ? It seems to me 
impossible, that such a change should have come over America since 
the time I said that to you." 

In his conversation with me for three or four days during the time 
of the Harvard convention, Mr. Lowell could never get done talking 
about the great change in the interest for literary matters that had 
come over this country since he lectured to us on Dante. 

I merely wanted to mention this simple little incident to you. To 
me it was one of the most touching that I know of his life struggle to 
create a higher appreciation of true literature. I have never met a 
more devoted or more charming man in social life or in devotion to 
his students. 

The Chairman. I will state to the Association at this point that 
Prof. J. M. Hart* (Cornell University) wishes to present a paper on 
Lowell to the Association, and this seems to be an opportune time 
for doing so. 

Prof. Hart. After hearing the paper read by Prof. Hunt and the 
remarks which have been dropped since, I felt at one time that I was 
sorry I had come here with anything. On one or two points I surely 
have been anticipated; but, perhaps, after all, the harm is not so 
great. Perhaps it is well to give a fresh illustration of the old maxim, 
that very frequently minds work independently of one another, 
though very frequently they often arrive at the same conclusion. 

The Chairman. Further remarks on Mr. Lowell as a prose writer 
are now in order. We would be glad to recognize any speaker on 
that subject. 

If there be no further remarks, the next paper in order will be read, 
which is " Diminutives in -ing in low German," by A. F. Chamber- 
lain (Clark University). 

The Chairman. The Association will now listen to a discussion of 
Mr. Chamberlain's paper. 

Prof. H. C. G. von Jagemann. Inasmuch as Mr. Chamberlain 
has eliminated from his paper just those things which would interest 
me most, I must confine my remarks to one or two points which 
suggest themselves to me in this connection. In the first place, I 
should say that it was somewhat dangerous to base dialect investi- 

*Cf. vol. vii. No. 3, of Publications, for the full text of this paper. 
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gations on the material offered in print. I think most dialect writers 
incline to employ an artificial dialect rather than the natural one 
which they were taught to speak. If you place yourself in the 
position of the first writer in a local dialect you can easily see why 
that must be the case. I think it is generally recognized that Fritz 
Reuter's language in his earlier works is not by any means always 
the same, but there are considerable variations in the use of words, 
forms and constructions, until he finally settles down into his own 
conventional written form of expression. 

I think it necessary, in order to arrive at any safe conclusion, to 
study the dialect where it is spoken, and not to depend entirely upon 
the very limited material that can be had in print. 

Among the matters which I wish the writer would consider before 
his paper is printed is the question, to what extent these diminutive 
suffixes are employed with other than diminutive functions ? There 
are in the older language cases in which properly diminutive suffixes 
are occasionally employed in other senses, for instance, in the*M.H. 
G. fingerlin which, in the well-known passage from Walther von 
der Vogelweide : 

" ich bin dir holt 

und nim din glesin vingerlin f Ur einer kiiniginne golt *' 

does not mean ' little finger ' but ' ring.' 

That is one of the things which I think the writer ought to con- 
sider in the historical part of his paper ; furthermore, the relation of 
the diminutive suffix -ing to the patronymic suffix, should be con- 
sidered ; and, in general, it seems to me, it would be well to draw 
more largely upon the older stages of the language for the material. 
It might be well to begin with the very oldest Low-German monu. 
ments. If I am not very much mistaken, there are to be found in 
them a few cases in which words with the suffix -ing are already 
used as diminutives or terms of endearment. I think with these ad- 
ditions and modifications the paper will be interesting and instructive. 

Mr. Chamberlain. I would like to say in regard to the remarks 
just made that it was the extreme difficulty which has prevented me 
from presenting the paper to the Association as it should be presented 
in its totality. I have been working on it for some time, and the old 
Low German I left out intentionally, because I intended to present this 
paper to this Association only in modern German, and the point that 
Dr. von Jagemann referred to is left to other writers. I have given 
only a very brief reference to it. 

Prof. A. M. Elliott. I wish only to ask one question in regard to 
Mr. Chamberlain's paper; it has interested me greatly, and I was 
in hopes that Prof, von Jagemann would touch upon the point I want 
to ask. The writer spoke of these diminutives being used in a sense 
different from that of the, real diminutive per se. I would ask with 
reference to another very familiar use, especially in the Italian 
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dialects, that is, the doubling of diminutives and using them as mere 
strengthened forms in language. In the Tuscan dialect, for example, 
we hang on a -ino to indicate a diminution of the idea, and we may 
still hang on another diminutive suffix, and then use the word merely 
as a strengthened form, it having lost all power as a diminutive. Do 
you find anything of this kind coming up in your diminutives in the 
Low-German ? 

Mr. Chamberlain. I think that occurs with considerable frequency. 
I am not certain about the exact force, but one of the suffixes has 
probably lost its meaning. I should say that future use would in all 
probability confirm your supposition, although not to such an extent 
as I think it exists in Italian. 

The Chairman. If there be no further discussion, I will take this 
opportunity to make the following announcement : The President of 
the United States will receive the members and ladies of the five 
literary and scientific societies now holding their meetings in Wash- 
ington, on Wednesday, December 30, at one o'clock, p. m. Rendez- 
vous in the ante-chamber of the White House, 12.45 p. m. The 
societies should be segregated for presentation. 

We will now adjourn until three o'clock promptly this afternoon. 



THIRD SESSION. 

The Third Session of the Association convened at 3 o'clock, 
p. m. (December 29), Dr. C. W. Kent, of the University of 
Tennessee, presiding. 

The President. The Association will please come to order ; the 
next paper announced is by Dr. Daniel Kilham Dodge, of Colum- 
bia College, New York : "Augustini Sendebrev til Cyrillus, and 
Jeronymi Levnet." Dr. Dodge is not able to be here, and in his 
absence the paper will be read in outline by Mr. E. H. Babbitt, of 
Columbia College. I now take pleasure in introducing to you Mr. 
Babbitt. 

Mr. E. H. Babbitt. Mr. President, gentlemen of the Association : 
In accordance with Dr. Dodge's desire I shall read only a brief 
synopsis of his paper. 

The paper is in manuscript, is edited by Dr. Dodge, and there is 
really very little to be brought forward in a meeting of this kind 
without reference to the manuscript. The matter will, of course, be 
printed, and can be discussed at leisure after that. Dr. Dodge has 
written the manuscript from which the following extracts are taken. 



